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ELOL National Year of Reading 2026

IN.

“The National Year of Reading 2026 is a UK-wide campaign designed to
help more people rediscover the joy of reading.”

We are really excited to be taking part in this initiative this year. We have 12 months

planned of activities, events, competitions and fun! Please keep an eye on the diary
dates section for events inviting you into school to share some of these events with us
and your children.

If you'd like to find out more about the initiative, you can visit the
following website: National Year of Reading 2026 | Go All In

Year 3 and 4 had a fantastic time at Wheal
Martyn this week! A fascinating trip to
learn all about the mining of China Clay.

The children’s behaviour was brilliant and
they asked lots of curious questions.
Thank you to our parent volunteers for all
their help!
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https://goallin.org.uk/
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February:
4th  Cross Country (Race 4/5)

6th  KS1 Drop in (2.20pm)
6th  EYFS Trip to Eden

12th  Y5/6 Drop in (2.30pm)
13th  Last day of half term
23rd  Children back to school

SUNBEAMS

Sunbeams laookivn@ forms for
next half +erm have been
sent home. Please check

bags and returv o school
as soon as possiblel
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_ April;
2nd
— 20th
_ May:
J 22nd
_June:
Ist
— 19th
22nd
~ July:
. 24th

\ Dales

Last day of term
Children back to school

Last day of half term

Children back to school
INSET Day
Y6 Camp Week

Last day of term

Attendance

This Week Year to Date

LG1 93.45% 95.28%
LG2 96.43% 95.7%

Crinnis 94.64% 96.2%

Booley 96.% 96.08%
Polmear 91.25% 94.43%
Polkerris 96.55% 94.69%
Silvermines 95.26% 95.53%
Gribbin 94.2% 94.3%

Carnjewey 93.75% 95.73%
Duporth 99.14% 94.15%
Menabilly 99.14% 95.93%
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Free Lantern
Building Workshop!

}
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Sunday 1st Februqry
1200-1600
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FIRST PHONES

Family Workshop

AT TRURO HIGH SCHOOL

Hands-on session to help families navigate
using phones safely & confidently.

Curated conversations and workshops to cover:
« What are Parental controls and how do they work?
« Are “free” games and apps safe?
« Critical conversations about social media and Al
+ What to do when things go wrong?
+ Create a digital devices family agreement

Funded 2 CORNWALL Councl of the
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Community Lantern Making Workshop for St
Blaise Lantern Parade.

Join us for a fun and creative afternoon! Meet
the City of Lights artists and make your very
own lantern to carry and parade as part of the
St Blaise Lantern Parade on Tuesday 3rd Feb-
ruary at 6pm. Bring your friends and family. All
ages from 8+ are welcome.

Please book a space for all members of your
group attending, including adults and chil-
dren.

The Railway Club, St Blazey
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-

lantern-making-workshop-for-st-blaise-parade-
tickets-19810117364312aff=oddtdtcreator

Restormel Youth
—~— Orchestra

Join us for Restormel R
Youth Orchestra on Mondays
4:45-5:15pm at Penrice Academy.
Open to any orchestral instrument,
this group is perfect for beginners
who know five or more notesand | *
want to enjoy making music ’
together through fun ensemble
playing.
Due to restricted access at the

school, it is essential you email -
us before attending

a rehearsal. Hear MuSlC-

Learn Music. <
~ Play Music.;

To register or for more information please email: {

ntimms@cmst.co.uk or sbrock@cmst.co.uk
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-lantern-making-workshop-for-st-blaise-parade-tickets-1981011736431?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-lantern-making-workshop-for-st-blaise-parade-tickets-1981011736431?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-lantern-making-workshop-for-st-blaise-parade-tickets-1981011736431?aff=oddtdtcreator
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CBeebies Parenting
and Apps

Community

O

CBeebies Parenting is full of useful
information from creative activities,
recipes and information about the
CBeebies apps.

CBeebies apps are free to download
with no in-app purchases. Their apps
include:

Playtime Island - Fun Games
for Kids App. This app
includes 40 free games.
CBeebies Learn - Early Years
Leamning App. This app
includes games and videos
and is based on the Early
Years Foundation Stage
curriculum.

Get Creative - Open-ended
Creative Activities App. This
app is free and includes lots
of drawing and painting
activities.

Storytime - Reading Stories
App. This app Includes
interactive story books.

You can find out more here:

Part of the
Truro and Penwith

Academy Trust

Would you like to read
this newsletter in a

different language? You

can use the translate

tool on our web version:
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Using Al to alter images

Al image generator and moderator tools are widely available and often used
by children. Whilst these tools can be used for creative purposes, we need
to ensure our children are aware of the appropriate way in which to use
them and the circumstances when they should not be used, even if harm is
not intended.

What are Al image generator and moderator tools?

It is when Artificial Intelligence is used to create or modify images, for
example it could be used to swap faces, change expressions or for more
sinister reasons, such as to remove clothes. These images are often very
realistic and therefore difficult to see that they are fake.

Privacy concerns and consent

If your child is using these tools, they need to be aware of potential loss of
privacy and the importance of consent. They should know that they should
only use images of other people with consent.

What does my child need to know about using these tools?

. Children shouldn’t use Al tools to manipulate images of school staff.
Even if the child’s intention is not malicious, children should not use Al tools
to create or edit photos of teachers under any circumstances.

. Manipulation of images of friends or other children — if you are
using images of other people, then consent must always be sought.

. The tools should not be used to create images that can embarrass or
hurt others - this is a form of online bullying.

. Copyright issues — who owns the copyright? These images could be
reused by others, which can affect their own digital footprint.

What should | do?

. Chat to your child if they are using these tools and ascertain the
reason why. Ask them to show you the images that they have created.
. Check the age ratings of any apps/websites that your child is using

and set up appropriate parental controls.

. Develop your child’s digital literacy by teaching them to recognise
online risks and to behave responsibly online

Further information
. https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-

safety/talking-to-children-about-ai

B https://oursaferschools.co.uk/2025/02/18/understanding-image-
consent-at-schools/
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TikTok

You must be over 13 years of age
to use TikTok. TikTok is a social media
platform for sharing and watching
short video clips. If your child is using
TikTok then make sure appropriate
security / privacy settings are applied.

Balance screen time
tips

Internet Matters have created simple
tips to help you develop healthy online
habits for your child. They also answer
key questions such as “how much
screentime is too much” and "is gaming
bad for children.” Access this
information here:

Account set up
It is important that your child enters their
real date of birth as accounts are tailored
by age e.g., Direct Messaging is disabled
for accounts aged 13-15. In addition,
advertisements are tailored by age. By default, accounts for people under
16 are set to private. You can read more about the other settings available,
such as switching off comments and restricted mode here:
https://support.tiktok.com/en/account-and-privacy/account-privacy-
ivacy-and-safety-settings-for-users-under-age-18

J//www.internetmatters.org/resou
rces/creating-a-balanced-digital-diet
with-screen-time-tips

Family Pairing
Family Pairing allows you to link your own account to your child’s account.
You can then set controls such as restricted mode or tailor your child's ‘For
You’ feed by selecting keywords that TikTok will use to filter out posts. You
can find out more here: https: tiktok.com/en/safety-hc

- - -pairi
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What do | need to be aware of?

* Inappropriate content and themes: whilst against guidelines, explicit
and inappropriate content can be found on this platform, for Children’s
example nudity/sexual content and hate speech. Some of the songs s
available to lip sync to may contain inappropriate lyrics/themes. Commissioner Ia u nches

e Challenges: We often see viral challenges on social media, some of :
which can be risky/dangerous. Sadly, there are reports that children new gu |de fOl’ pa rents
have died whilst attempting online challenges. Children may not yet and carers
have developed the skills and ability to critically analyse that what
they see online is not always safe for them to replicate. The Children’s Commissioner has

¢ Stranger contact: chat to your child about how people may not be released a new guide to help you in

who they say they are when online. managing your child's digital life. The

guide was written with direct
involvement from children.

</ Curiosity

Refresh your feed
You can refresh your “For You" feed to update the content recommended:
https://support.tiktok.com/en/account-and-privacy/account-privacy-

settings/refresh-your-for-you-feed

Blocking and Reporting
Show your child how to use the safety features available. the guide here:

It includes advice on setting boundaries
such as no devices in the bedroom and
how to chat to your child. You can find

Further information

e h ://parentzone.org.uk/article/tikt
« https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en/guardians-guide

v.uk/blog/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-
carers-knew-childrens-commissioner-
launches-guide-for-parents-and-carers-
on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/

Ambition

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No lobility s entered into. Current as of the
dote refeased 01.02.26. The inclusion of any links does not imply any affillation with or
endorsement of the linked websites, documents, or wideos, nor are we ckaiming any owneérship
ov copyright in the content of the linked matenals.
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IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE LAW REGARDING PENALTY NOTICES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices for school absence, including unauthorised holiday absence, is being introduced following
changes to the law. These new Government regulations will come into effect from 19 August 2024 and will affect when penalty notices are is-
sued in Cornwall.

What are the changes?
There will be a new national threshold of 10 unauthorised sessions for any reason (equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week
period for when a penalty notice must be considered.

The new rules mean you will no longer be able to take your child out of school for one week’s holiday without the consideration of a penalty
notice being issued.

There will be an increase in the penalty fine from £60 to £80 if paid in 21 days. If the fine is not paid within 21 days, it will rise to £160 if paid
within 28 days of being issued.

If a second penalty fine is issued to the same parent for the same child within a 3-year rolling period, the fine will automatically rise to £160
with no option to pay the lower rate of £80.

If a parent then commits a third offence in a 3-year rolling period, the local authority will need to consider other enforcement options available
to them. This could include prosecution.

Please see FAQs below with more information about how the new rules may affect you.

FAQs

If | have been issued with a penalty notice before 19 August 2024, will this be counted if | am issued with another penalty notice from Sep-
tember onwards?

No, the new limits come into effect from 19 August 2024.

If I have already booked a holiday for next year, could | receive a penalty fine at the new higher rate?
Yes, absence from school can only be agreed when the explanation of the leave of absence is considered as exceptional circumstance by the
Head Teacher.

Who can be issued with a penalty notice?

Each parent can receive a fine for each child who has had unauthorised absence from school.

In education law, anyone who lives with a child and who has day-to-day care of the child is also considered to be a parent whether they are the
biological parent or not. This will include step-parents and partners.

Do the new rules only apply to holidays during term time?
No, it applies to all unauthorised absence from school including holidays. Unauthorised absence includes other absence that has not been
agreed such as truancy, arriving late after the register has closed and failing to provide acceptable reasons for absence.

How do | request for my child to have leave granted during term time?

You must submit a Leave of Absence Request form to the Head Teacher before the proposed absence (a minimum of 15 days before the Leave
of absence is due to commence). Each request will be considered on its own merit, but where the leave of absence could be taken outside of
the school term the absence will not be authorised. Do not assume that the absence will be granted until you have received confirmation from
the school.

Do the 10 sessions of unauthorised absence have to be taken all at the same time before a penalty fine is issued?
No, a penalty fine can be issued for any combination of absences over a 10-week rolling period. They can be consecutive or non-consecutive
and can span over two terms (including between academic years).

What happens if | am issued with a penalty fine and | don’t pay it?
Unauthorised absence from school is an offence under S444 of the Education Act 1996. A penalty fine is an opportunity for you to settle out of
court. If you don’t take this opportunity, you can be prosecuted for the offence of failing to ensure your child’s regular attendance.

What should | do if | am worried about my child’s attendance?
Please contact us to arrange a meeting to discuss how we can support you to improve the situation.

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a
request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are
issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. Failure to
pay the Penalty Notice may result in legal action. Absence not authorised by the school may result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court
under Section 444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sentence. Cornwall
Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court.



